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J.R.R. TOLKIEN AND THE PRIESTHOOD 
 
 

·  John R. R. Tolkien (1892-1973) 
 
·  Tolkien’s father died when he was very young. His mother, Mabel, 

converted to the Church, “ kicked out”  by her family. Worked hard; died 
young in 1904. 

 
·  When orphaned, John and his brother were raised by a priest of the 

Birmingham Oratory, Father Francis Morgan.  
 

·  It was Father Morgan who recognized John’s tremendous ability with 
languages and helped him gain a scholarship to Oxford. At one time, 
Tolkien thought about becoming a priest. 

 
·  He fought in World War I and experienced the horror of war. He then 

became a professor of languages at Oxford, married and had f ive children. 
One of his sons became a priest. 

 
·  Tolkien was a fervent Catholic his entire life, and was the close friend of 

C.S. Lewis. Tolkien wove his Catholic faith throughout The Lord of the 
Rings. 

 

Tolkien on the Blessed Sacrament 
 
“Out of the darkness of my life,  
so much frustrated,  
I put before you the one great thing to love on earth:  
the Blessed Sacrament… 
 
There you will find romance, glory, honour, fidelity, and the 
true way of all your loves upon earth, and more than that: 
Death: by the divine paradox, that which ends life, and 
demands the surrender of all, and yet by the taste (or 
foretaste) of which alone can what you seek in your earthly 
relationships (love, faithfulness, joy) be maintained, or take on 
that complexion of reality, of eternal endurance, which every 
man’s heart desires.” 
 
J.R.R. Tolkien 
in a letter to his son, Michael 
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